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A recent report issued by a local human rights group regarding the use of torture by police has led
to the replacement of the national police chief and the announcement of major police reforms. In
late August, the Ecuadoran Ecumenical Human Rights Commission and the government's Tribunal
for Constitutional Guarantees conducted surprise inspections at several police detention centers.
They also inspected the office of the Quito Criminal Investigation Department, where, among
other things, they say they discovered water tanks used to submerge suspects and electric wiring
apparently used to administer electric shocks. In their report, they concluded that police routinely
use torture during interrogation of suspects. As a result of the report, Guido Nunez was named to
replace the nation's police chief in early September. "We are restructuring the police departments
to improve its image of service to the community, and to enforce respect for human rights," Nunez
told reporters Sept. 7. Nunez has appointed new directors to several departments, including traffic,
immigration, and criminal investigation. Among other planned reforms, Nunez says the government
will create a new judicial police force. (Source: Inter Press Service, 09/07/93)
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